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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Homeless Action Scotland 

1. Homeless Action Scotland welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Bill. Our 

particular interests lie in the prevention of homelessness in young people, and as 

such our response focuses on the areas of the Bill that look to improve support 

for care leavers and extending corporate parenting across the public sector. 

2. Homeless Action Scotland welcomes the extending of availability of support and 

assistance for formerly looked after young people up to and including 25, 

however has significant concerns that this proposed right to “request” help is a 

somewhat weak one:  

 awareness of existing rights to help and assistance are already underused; 

 several of our members have expressed a concern that current duties to 

assist are not being met in their areas  

 a further extension of a right to “request” assistance, rather than a duty to 

provide assistance could see young people in need receiving rationed help 

and assistance, rather than help and assistance that meets their needs ;  

 unless supported by a statutory duty upon public bodies to promote and 

deliver wellbeing and rights outcomes the duty is unworkable 

Homeless Action Scotland recommends that the “right to request” is changed 

to a “duty to provide” advice and assistance when a young person up to and 

including 25 is assessed as in need. 

3. Homeless Action Scotland also welcomes the extending of corporate parenting 

across the public sector; however we recognise that this is something that will 

require considerable effort in order to reach a consensus as to which public 

bodies must and should be included as corporate parents that works across all 

local authority areas. This is particularly important when young people in care 

move from one local authority area to another in order that they receive equal 

and fair treatment across all Scotland.  Members have expressed concern that 

the role of different public sector agencies have as corporate parents is unclear, 

even within a Getting It Right for Every Child framework. 

Homeless Action Scotland recommends that rigorous statutory guidance is 

created to clarify the role and responsibilities of public sector bodies in 

ensuring all looked after young people are treated equally across Scotland. 

4. In addition, in following the principles of GIRFEC, it seems anomalous that advice 

and assistance is only given as a duty to those young people who have been in 

care up to and including their 16th birthday. This excludes a large number of 

young people who have spent significant periods of their life in a residential care 

environment and who, on returning to the family home before their 16th birthday 
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(a return that is frequently, unfortunately short-lived and fraught) find themselves 

with fewer rights to help and assistance than other young people who have spent 

a shorter duration in care, but who happened to have been looked after for the 

preceding three months up to and including their 16th birthday. 

Homeless Action Scotland recommends extending the duty to provide advice 

and assistance to all young people who have spent a significant period of the 

life from the age of 12 being looked after by the local authority. 

5. Over all, we are disappointed that the Bill makes no mention of a “right to return” 

to residential care environments as part of the process of preparing to live 

independently after having left care.  As the age at which young people leave 

home rises, it seems incongruous that the age that young people leave care is 

stuck at a rather premature 16/17 - and that for any young people who wish to 

stay beyond 19, it is virtually impossible. Few parents would choose to evict their 

child because they had reached an arbitrary age: why should a corporate parent? 
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